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INTRODUCTION 



THE tract now first presented to the public in an English 
edition is that most popularly associated with the name of 
Robert Browne. It does not, as is commonly supposed, 
enunciate the theory of Congregational Independency ; but / 
it affirms a higher and more comprehensive principle, that of the 
mutual independence of Church and State. The original edition, 
printed in Holland in 1582, is extremely rare ; only three copies 
t)eing known. A few years ago it was published in a cheap form 
in America, from an original at Yale College ; and the present 
•edition is from the American reprint, carefully collated with an 
original in the British Museum. It seems desirable to prefix a 
■short biographical notice of the author ; who, besides being loaded 
with obloquy by opponents, has had the strange fortune of being 
repudiated by many of iiis most consistent disciples. 

The family of Browne was for many generations among the most 
prominent in the town of Stamford, whither their ancestor came 
from Calais about the middle of the fom-teenth century. Several of 
4:hem held the chief magistracy of the borough ; one of them founded 
^ hospital— still existing— for decayed tradesmen; another built the 
church of All Saints ; and two served as sheriffs for the county of 
Kutland. The second of these, Francis Browne, had a brother 
Edmund, who married Joan Cecil, aunt of William Cecil, Lord 
Burghley ; and each of the brothers had a son Anthony, a fact 
"which has led to some genealogical confusion. Anthony, the son 
-of Francis, had seven children ; of whom the third, Robert, was 
born at Tolethorpe, about two miles from Stamford, at some 
uncertain date between 1550 and 1556. Of his childhood and 
<;arly education nothing is known, but in 1570 we find him at Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge! There is no record of his matricula- 
tion ; and he may have removed from some other college to Corpus 
when the Puritan Thomas Aldrich was elected Master. He 
graduated B.A. in 1572, being placed 18th in the Hst. Strype 
affirms that in 1571 he was domestic chaplain to the Duke of 
Norfolk; and that, being cited before the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners for some offensive speech, he was supported by the 
Duke in disregarding the citation, on the ground that the occasion 
was privileged. But the story is unlikely ; Browne's age at the 
time cannot have exceeded 21, and may have been only 18. Pro- 
bably the Brown of Strype*s narrative was a Shropshire man, who 
was soon afterwards implicated in the Ridolfi conspiracy. After 



leaving Cambndge Browne was occupied for about three years im 
teaching children ; first in a public school, and, after being dismissed 
from that post, for some time privately. Strange to say, neither by 
himself nor by any rehable authority is the place of his tutorial 
labour indicated ; but, according to general tradition, it was Soutli- 
wark. During this time he is said to have lectured in Islington, 
presumably to an irregular assemblage ; this, however, is very 
uncertain. An outbreak of the plague induced him to give up his 
school ; and he returned to his father's house, probably in the- 
autumn of 1578. He then went back to the University ; and 
resided for a while with the family of Rev. Richard Greenham, of 
Dry Drayton, near Cambridge, who encouraged him to preach in 
the village, though without episcopal authorisation. He also 
preached in Cambridge for about half a year ; but by this time had 
become convinced that prelatic ordination and license were 
objectionable, if not actually sinful. He therefore declined a pro- 
posal that he should accept a legulai' pastorate in Cambridge.. 
returned the money that was offered him by way of stipend, and 
destroyed the bishop's hcense which had been procured for him. 
He then began to speak openly against calling and licensing of 
preachers by bishops, and against the whole parochial system. 
He was thereupon inhibited by the bishop, and, falling sick, ceased 
his ministrations in Cambridge ; declaring however thai, but for 
his inhrmity, he would have wholly disregarded the bishop's 
inhibition. 

On the recovery of his health Browne removed to Norwich ; 
lesiding with Robert Harrison, master of a hospital in that cityf 
with whom he had formerly been acquainted in Cambridge. These,, 
andafew others likeminded, constituted themselves into a religious. 
fellowship in which they endeavoured to realise their ideal of an: 
Apostolic Church. This was in 1580. Former societies of Lollards, 
^ptists, and others, had no doubt been//-ad(Va//>-C0H^re^'aJfot(a/,iLiid! 
entertained opinions of which Congi'egationahsm was the logical 
issue ; especially was this the case with the Separatists of 1568-70^ | 
who formed a church in Bridewell prison, with Richard Fitz as^ 
pastor, and Thomas Rowland as deacon. But this Norwich fellow- 1 
ship was Congregationalist in principle, and thus the first really | 
Congregational church known to liistorj-. Browne, and probably | 
others of the fellowship, preached and taught not only in the city, 
but in several parts of the diocese, especially at Bury St. Edmund's ;. 
and their views found considerable acceptance. Persecution 
followed as a matter of course, and Browne was more than once 
imprisoned. On 19th April, 1581, Freak, Bishop of Norwich, wrote 
to Lord Burghley concerning Browne, who, he says, had been sent 
out of the diocese, but returned, and was at the time evidently 
in custody- Two days later Burghley replied, requesting lenient 
treatment for his kinsman, as one who erred "of zeal rather than of 
malice." Again in August Freak complained of the disturber,, 
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urging iE^iiHgbley tp aid iix effectually: suppressing him ; and again 
Burgliley intervened pa his behalf. But the little; company ipec^t 
ceived that leligious: freedom in England was at that time hopeless- r 
and in the autumn of 1581 they migrated to MiddeiburghinZeeland. 
Here, within the next few months, the most important part of 
Browne's Jife-vyork iWas accomplished. In the Book which ^ 
sheweth the; JJf^ nrnd Manners of all True Chrisfians he ex- 
pounded the theory of Congregational Independency ; in the; 
Trcaiise .of ReJonnaUon ivithont Taryin^ for Anic he set forth 
the incompet-enceot the magistrate either to reform or control the 
Church ;, in the Treatise vpon the 2,7 of Matthewe he dealt 
with anti-reforming authorities in a style scarcely less trenchant 
than that; of. Martin Marprelate. The works were published 
separately, biit the two latter were designed to be pretixed to the 
first in a single volume, with a general title page. They were all 
printecl at Middelburgh in 1582, and found appreciative readers in 
England* ;i In June of the following year a royal proclamation 
commanded the destruction of all copies of *' the same or such like 
sediciousbopkes or libels" ; and earlier in the same month Eliasr 
Thacker and. John Copping were hanged at Bury St. Edmund's foi 
distributing them. Certainly their offence was aggravated by theif 
avowal that "they believed all things in those books to be goodi 
and godly"; and that they "acknowledged Her Majesty chief* 
ruler civil, and no further." Church and State had long contended, 
for the mastery^ and Becket, More, Fisher, and others, had laid 
down their lives in the cause of ecclesiastical domination ; but the 
" Brownists," Thacker and Copping, may fairly be claimed as the / 
hrst English martyrs for religious liberty. 

Some time before this Browne had married Alice Allen, from 
Yorkshirt?. Nothing is known of her beyond a hint that she was 
to some extent the cause or occasion ot the unhappy dissension 
which broke out among the exiles at Middelburgh. However^ 
there were differences of judgment and personal alienations, 
perhaps the inevitable result of an attempt to realise an ideal 
Christian society without regarding the infirmities of human nature. 
In consequence the society broke up; Harrison and some of the 
members joined the English church of which the Puritan Cartwright 
was pastor, while Browne and a few others took ship for Scotland. 
Cartwright had written a letter urging that they should strive for 
further reformation of the Church from within, rather than incur 
the responsibility of separation ; to which Browne published a 
reply, insisting that in the State Chiu'ch godly discipline was impos- 
sible; but it is thought that this Answcie to Master Cattwrighf 
was not issued till the following year. 

Browne arrived at Dundee towards the end of 1583, and, after 
visiting Andrew Melville at St. Andrew's, took up his abode in 
Edinbmgh in January, 1584. He at once began to circulate his 
books, and' was promptly summoned before the Kirk Session. As 



lie dcctiired tliat neitlier liimsell iioi- his comrades were subject to 
ll>e discipline ot the Scottish Kirk, lie was committed to prison. 
After a short time lie was released, and seems to have travelled 
suinewhat widely in Scr.tland ; but was in London in July. The 
events of the next sixteen months are obscure. Within th;it space 
rif time he had evidently published his autobiographical True iiitJ 
Sk'iii Dcdaralion, and another tract of which the title is lost, but 
of which extracts are preserved in Bancroft's sermon at Paul's 
Cross. 9th February, ijSS. It seems clear that he had striven, in 
and about London, to proclaim the faith that was in him, especially 
xs In a purer discipline than is possible in tiie English or any other 
Sl:tle Church ; that his health was impaired ; that he was arrested 
i\y the Bishop of Loudun ; and that lie endured a lengthened im- 
prisonment. Burshlev once more intervened in his favour, and iii 
ttoolier, 1585. he was committed to the friendly custody of his 
father at Tolethor|)e. Aller about four months the elder Browne 
v/iia unwilling to be responsible for his son's good (i.e., submissive) 
iKiliaviour ; and asked leave for him to reside in Stamford, where 
he would be more directly under Burghley's supervision. This 
was granted ; but in the spring of 1586 he seems to have gone to 
Northampton, where he resumed the teaching of his unpopular 
doctrines. Howland, Bishop of Peterborough, cited him to answer 
for this renewed offence ; and Browne, refusing to appear, Wiis 
formally excommunicated for contempt. 

It has been seriously alleged that this excommunication reclaimed 
Browne from his "schism"! As if dwi' spiritual censure from 1111 
Krastian prelate could have the slightest moral influence on the 
author of the Treatise of Heforiiialion and the Book wliicli 
Sbcteelh &c. But when it is remembered that in those days a 
writ tie excommuincitlo mpieiuio left its victim only the option of 
Mibmission or perpetual imprisonment, we need not pass too severe 
;i judgment on a husband and father who, after seven yesirs' con- 
tlict with authorities ecclesiastical and civil, desisted from what 
luifrht seem a hopeless battle. 

The date of Browne's submission is nncerlain ; but in November, 
i:;86, he was appointed Master of St. Olave's Grammar School. 
S. uthwark. This scliool had been fouiided in 1560, and constituted 
a free grammar school ni 1571. The terms of his appointment 
were sufticiently linmilialing ; he was required to sign an engage- 
ment not only to conform to the doctrine of the Established Church, 
cominnnicate at convenient times, and accompany the children to 
sermons and lectures ; but also to teach none but the regulat'on 
catechism, keep no conventicles, and have no c()nfercuce with 
-iispected or disorderly persons. He does not apjiear to have 
• Jliserved the spirit of these conditions veiy clitsely. He certainly 
wi-ole an Aiiiisiverc to SUrplicii Bridewdl his finl bookt afliiiimt 
llniwiiisis, which lirst book was only published in 15K6 : and he 
hrems to have attended a conventicle as late as 15S8. It is 



uncertain whether this Auitsiosre was ever printed ; Dexter tliinks 
it was only circulated in MS. 

Bat indeed by this time he began to shew signs of that mental in- 
firmity which beclouded his later years. He had l>ecome irascible 
and impatient ot contradiction ; and his antagonist Bredwell, who 
was a physician, and was personally acquainted with him, wrote in 
1588 ** Browne is sound; his brain is sick." Yet he regularly 
attended to his tutorial duties, was indeed an educational enthusiast, 
and about this time wrote a book — never printed, and now totally 
lost— whicli must have been a kind of Circle of the Sciences. By 
his own account it seems to have been tinged with that strange 
•conceit afterwards known as Hutchinsonianism, the notion that the 
germs of all sciences are contained in Holy Scripture. In a strange 
letter to Bmghley, undated, but endorsed 1590, he complains of the 
neglect of this treatise, and asks permission to read public lectures. 
The letter is among the Lansdowne MSS.in the British Museum, and 
was printed by Strype ; it is evidently the effusion of a disordered 
mind. But the disorder thus far only amounted to eccentricity; 
and in June, 1589, Burghley sent him to the Bishop of Peterborough 
with a letter, asking the bishop **to receive him again into the 
ministry, as a means and help for ecclesiastic il preferment.'* It is 
noticeable that Browne is thus recognised as a disabled clergyman; 
yet there is no proof that he had ever been episcopally ordained, 
and a strong presumption to the contrary. 

In the autumn of 159 1 he resigned his mastership, and was pre- 
sented by Burghley to the rectory of Achmdi-with-Thorpe, a small 
Northamptonshire village of which the population can scarcely have 
-exceeded a hundred, but which afforded a comfortable income. 
Here six of his children were born ; and here he ministered, with 
some intermissions, for not less than forty years. 

Though thus in some sense reconciled to the Established Order 
it is pretty certain — indeed it was owenly said in his lifetime — that 
Browne retained his own opinion about the true conception of the 
•Church. He would not admit that the term was rightly applied to 
.:i parish assembly, or to the ecclesiastical department of the State. 
He expressed his views on the matter in a bad pun : ** There was 
no Established Church in the kingdom but his, and that was 
A-Church." As to the scandalous stories that were told of him, 
they seem to be mere exaggeration either of quite harmless incidents, 
or of such as proceeded (as Dexter has clearly shewn) from inter- 
mittent insanity. He was a great lover of music, played well on 
the lute, and his eldest son Timothy (probably born at Middelburgh) 
used to play a bass viol in church. This would seem to the rigid 
Puritan Baillie quite enough to mark him as *^ an open profaner of 
the Sabbath." More serious is the charge that he was" a common 
beater of his poor old wife, whom he is said to have described as 
•* a cursed old woman " ; but we must not attach too much import- 
Jiince to the spiteful gossip of Baillie. Moreover, unreasoning out- 



bursts of violence, without provocition, aie ciiai-Licteristic of a - 
well-known form of inteimittent insanity. It is unlikely that Alice, 
the mother of his children, was the victim of Browne's iiTesponsible 
violence ; she died in 1610, about 30 years after her marriage, and 
seven after the birth of her youngest child ; she cannot, tht-refoie. 
have been very old, probably between 50 aiid 55. There is no 
record of a second marriage, nor any entrj- in the local register of a 
burial which might be tliat of a second wife or widow. Neverthe- 
less, we must assume such a person to have existed, on the clear 
testimonyof Fuller, who was born at Aldwinkle — little more than 
a milefrom Achurch — in 1608, andhved there till 1620. He dis- 
tinctly says " I have when a youth often beheld him " ; and " in my 
time he had a wife with whom he never lived, and a church in 
which he never preached." Dexter slights this testimony ; but 
Fuller as a boy attended a .school at Aldwinkle kept by Arthur 
Smith, who from March ifij? to April 1621 acted as Browne's 
" curat " or locum Icucns. 

During the whole incumbency — with one long intermission- — - 
Browne kept the parish register with scrupulous care. There ;ire 
upwards of 500 entries, mostly in his very clear handwriting. Yet, 
here and there, his mental disorder is betrayed by odd remarks. 
sometimes irrelevant, sometimes spiteful. And for nearly nine- 
yeiirs, September 1617 to June 1626, the entries are in other hand* 
— first that of Arthur Smith, and then that of John Baiker ; Ihe 
most natural explanation of which is that he was secluded or 
incapable. The latest appearance of his handwriting Is dated and 
June, 1631 ; and tlie last sad scene was not long delayed. A con- 
stable called on him respecting a debt ; an altercation ensued, in 
course of which he struck the man. For this he was brought 
before a magistrate, who was convinced by his strange t)ehaviour 
that he was not tit to be at large. There was then no county 
huiatic asyhmi, so he was committed to Northampton jail. The- 
distance is about twenty miles ; and the old man, being both feeble- 
and very corpulent, was conveyed thither in a cart, a feather bed 
being provided for his comfort. He never left the jiiil, but died, 
there at some uncertain date before November, 1633. The place 
of his burial is doubtful, but an old tradition specilies a large un- 
inscribed stone at the entrance of the chancel at Achurch. 

Browne had three sons— two of whom were married ; and four- 
daughtei-s, who all died young. It is probable, though not certain,. 
that he had one or two other children born l>etween 1585 and 
1591. Four fif his grandchildren were married, and lived at 
Achurch , Uppingham, St. Saviour's, and Dartford respectively ; aud- 
it is quite possible that, in one or other of these neighbourhoods, 
his posterity may still survive. 

Historians who ought to have known belter have joined in the - 
chorus of reproach against Browne ; apparently because he accepted i 
the retreat provided by the friendship of Burghley, instead o£ 1 
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courting the martyr^s death with Barrowe and Penry. One has 
even spoken of "the ample legacy of his shame '* 1 There is shame, 
indeed, but it rests on those who persecuted him to madness ; while 
for him there is the lasting honour of having first enunciated the 
principle of **A Free Church in a Free State," ii principle 
which, universally repudiated in his lifetime, is to day accepted by 
four-fifths of English-speaking Christendom. 
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[General title page of the volume containing^ s Browne's 

principal works^ 



A Booke 
WHICH SHEWETH THE 

life and manners of all true Christians 

And howe vnlike they are vnto Turkes and Papiftes 

and Heathen folke. 

Alfo ti)e pointer anti partr» of all tiiui- 
nitir^ tiiat (s9 of ti)e reuealeti biill anti biortir of <@oti are 

declared by their feuerall Definitions 

and Dinijions in order as fol- 

loweth. 

^HKo ti)ere goetij a JTrratife tcfore of 

Refoimation without tarying for anie, aUlf Of ti)0 b)irfert^ 

-neffe Of thofe Preachers, which will not reforme them 

felues and their charge, becaufe they will 

tarie till the Magiftrate commaunde 

and compell them. 

By me, Robert Browne. 
MIDDELBVRGH 

• 

% Imprinted hv Richanic Painter 

'1582 
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A Treatise of reformation witoodt tarying for axie, and of 

the wickednesse of those preachers which will not 

Ueforme till the Magistrate commaundb 

OR COMPELL them. 




{ MlDDELBURGH, 1582. 



Lr ROBERT BROWNE. 



EEIXG in this Booke wee she we the state of Christians, and 

haue laboured also in good conscience to line as Christians, It is 

maruailed & often talked of among manie, why we shourd be so 

reuiied and troubled of manic, & also leaue our countrie. 

' Forsooth" (say the enimies) there ts some hidde thing in them more the 

plainly appeareth : for they heare euill will to their Princes Queene 

Elizabeth and to their coatrie^ yea they forsake the church of God ^ & 

codemne ihb same, and afe codemned of ally and they also discredit & 

bring into cotept the Preachers of the Ghospel, To aunswere them, we 

say, That they are the men which trouble Israel, and seeke euill to the 

Prince, and not we. And that they forsake and condemne the Church 

and not we. First concerning our faithfulnesse to our Prince and 

Countrie, and what our iudgement is of the ciuil authoritie, we 

aiinsw^e as appeareth in this Treatise. For their other accusations 

and siaunders of forsaking and condemning the Church, &c. if our 

doings will not stoppe their mouthes, nor this booke which followeth 

of the state of Christians, we purpose by the grace of God, to shewe in 

an other booke, which shall hereafter come foorth, whether we or they 

'bei the rebellious children and a false seede. But for the Magistrate, 

hoWe farre by their authoritie or without it, the Church must be builded 

•and teforniatioh made, and whether anie open wickednesse must be 

toll^ated ill the Church because of them, let this be our aunswere. 

For chieflfe in this point they haue wrought vs great trouble, and dis- 

'mayed mtinicJ weakelings from imbracing the trueth. We say there- 

■fbre/'and ofteii haue taught, concerning our Soueraigne Queene 

^Elheabetb^ th^t neither the Pope, nor other Popeling, is to haue anie 

'antihontij? 6iiher ouer her, or oner the Church of God, and that the 

Popto of Rrime is Antichrist, whose kingdoine ought vtter lie" to be taken 



Reformation without Tarying for Anie 

ne we sny, tlmt Lor Aiitlioritie is cjiiil, anil that power 
ligbe^t under Uad within her Comiiiioiis, and that ouer ull 
iuiises. By that she may put to (Jeatli all tiiat deserue it 
py Lawe, eitlier of tbe Clmri'li firpiinirpnn VVei^ltl^ , and none may resisie 
Miigistrates vndor her by force or wicked BpencheB, when 
hey exeuiiie tlie kwca. Seeing- we graunt and holde thiix much, howe 
doe they charge va as eiiill willers to the Qneene? Siirelie, for thai wee 
holde all tliose Preachers and teachera accnraed, which will uotdoe tho 
duties of Pastors and teachers t jlj the Mag iBt rates doe force them 
iliEiata. They saye, the time is not yet come to liiiilJe tTie lordcs 
Tionse_ [lliig. I.], they must tarie for the Magistrates and for Parlia- 
inentea to do it. They want the ciuill sworde forsooth, and llio 
JUagistrateB doe hinder the Lordes building and kingdome, and kccpe 
awuye his gouernement. Are they not aahamed thus to staunder l.liu 
Magistrate? They haiie runne liieir owne awordes vppon the Wall 
and broken them, and nowe woulde they snatcUe viito them the 

( Magistrates Bworde. In deede can tbe Loides spiritnall goueruement 

I beno waye executed hut by the eiuill Bworde, or is this tbe judgement 
that is written [Paal. 149.], Sneh honour shall be to all bia Saintea ? 
Is this to binde the Kinges in (iliainen, and tbe Nobles with Fettera of 
Iron, by tbe hi^lie aetes of GOD in their moutbes, and a two edged 
sworde In their luuides f Tlioao Liindea and cbaines, which ia the 

/Bpiritimll power of t!ic Chin'uli, they linue broken from them seliieB,aud 
yet woulde tlicy liaue Magi. it rules lioiiiide witb tbem, to beginne 
Discipline. They would make the Magistrates more than Goddea.anJ 
yet also worse then beasles. I'^ur tliey teaclie that a lawefnlt Fiiatonr 
Imnst giue oiinr bis charge at their disuhargiug, and when tliey witb- 
liolde the Chiiruh gonernement, it ought for to eease, tliongli the Cburcli 
'j^oe to niiJie thereby. Jlehotde nowc, doeth not the Lordea kingdome 
j};iiie plaee vnto theirs? And doe tbey not, pull downe tbe beads 
IJIirisle lesiis [Col. 1. ISJ, to sett vppo tbe haudo of the Magistrate? 
yea and more than this, for they fij-ste proclalme tbe names and tytle» 
of wicked Bislioppes and popislio oHiuers, and tbe Lordea name after ; 
Seeing also tbe Itisboppes must discharge the lawHUl Preachers, and 
stoppe their moiithos, though the Lordo God haue giuen tbem a cbarga 
for to speiike, and not to keepe silence. The Lorde batb exalted 
Clirisle le^ns [Pbil. 2], and gbien liim a uame aboiie enerie name, that 
nil tbinges should liowe and scrne vnto biiu, and yet huite tbey oKaltCil 
tbe )>ower of wicked BishoppeB aboue bim. IJeholde a great and moslq 
wholesome riuer, and yet their pndle water is preferred l)efore it. 
ICxt'ept the Mngistratcs will goe into ihe tempest and rainc, and Itee 
weather beiiten with the baile of (Jiids wi-atb, they innate keepe vndor 

'i the roafe of Cliriates gouernement. They must bee vndor a Puatoiull 
iduirge : They must olieye to the 8i'0pier of (Jhriste, if tbey liee 
Uhrisiinna. Ilowe then slioiilde ibo Pastor, wbicb liatb tbe ouerai^^Ul 
of tbe Mngiatrnle, if bee hec of his flocko, bee so onert^eene oF tb 
Mugiatrulc. us to le:.<ie his Kockc, when ihe Miigisirale shall uuiiial 
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and wrongfullie discharge him. Ycfe the^ Preachers and teachers will 
•lot onelie doo so, but eiien holding their charo^e and keeping with it, 
will not guide and reforme it aright, because the Magistrates doo for- 
hidde them forsooth. But they slannder the Magistrate, and because 
they dare not charge them as forbidding them their dueties, they hauo 
gotten this shift, that they doo but tarie for the ^Magistrates authoritie, 
4ind then they will guide and reforme as they ought. Beholde, is not 
;all this one thing, seeing they lift vppe the throne of the Magistrates, 
to thrust out the kingdome of Christe? For his gouernment or 
Discipline is wanting (saye they) but wee kcepe it not awaye. And 
"Nvho then ? For moste of them dare not charge the Magistrates, but 
onelie closelie, and with manie flatterings, that they might still be 
•exalted by the Magistrates. They leaue their owne burthen, and crie 
out that it is not caried by faulte of the Magistrate. So they make 
them enimies, because they saye they withholde the Church gouerne- 
ment : euen enimies doo they make them to the Lordes kingdome and 
righteousnesse : and why then do they not wage that spirituall battell 
against them, whiche is to cut them of from the Church ? For the . 
Scepter and kingdome of Christ is not of this worlde, to fight with dint v 
of sworde, but it is a right Scepter, which subdueth the people vnder 
vs, and Nations vnder our feete. [Psal. 47., Psal. 45.] Hee iudgeth 
rthe wicked, and by the rebuke of his worde, he filleth all places with 
'the slaine, and smiteththe Heades ouer great countries. [Psal. 110.] 

New then if the Magistrates be enimies vnto the Lords kingdome, 
-why are not these men better warriars to vpholde the same ? For they 
^iue vp the weapons of their warfare into the enimies liandes, and then 
«ay,>they can not doo withall. By their weapons I meane those 
■whereof Paule doeth speake, [2 Cor, 10.] that they are not carnall, 
hut mightio through God, to caste downe holdes, and so foorth : These 
weapons haue they giuen from the, for they haue not the Keyes of the 
Kingdome of lieauen to binde and lose, [Mat. 18., lohn 20] and to 
aretaine or pronounce remitted the sinnes of men, seeing they graunt 
much open wicked nesse incurable among them, and also auouche that 
it must needes be suffered. Yea they haue given vp these keyes to the 
Magistrates or to the Spirituall Courtes, and therefore haue no right to 
•call them selues the Church of God, or lawf uU Pastors thereof. Christ 
is at the right hande of God, gone vp into heauen saieth Peter [1. Pet. 
3.] to whom the angels and powers and might are subiecte, howe then 
«houlde his kingdome tarie for the Magistrate, except they tliinke that 
they are better able to vpholde it then he. Yea we must presse vnto 
iiis kingdome not tarying for aniej^as it is written in Luke [Luke 16.], 
«& againe in Matthew [Mat. 11.], the kingdome of God suffereth 
violence, and the violent take, it vnto them by force. In the throng 
which is made to escape a burning, would they tarie for the Magistrate 
to make them a waye, and should they not rather if they could, make 
* way for the Magistrate ? They see that the kingdome of God is with 
irtrife (?) and great labor, and yet they will haue it with ease and the 
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tluill swonic must get it tliem. lenisBlem (saietli tlie Prophele) 
[Dan. 9.] and the streetea and Wall thereof, shall be built eiien in a. 
troubloua lime, and to tarie till it be built without troubles, is to lookc- 
for a conquest without going to battell, and for an ende and rewarde 
of our labourea which would nener take paines. My kingdome, snitli 
CbriBte, is not of this world, and they would shift in both Bishoppe^ 
anil Magistrates into his spirituall throne to make it of tbia worlds: 
yea to slay the Chutoii gouernement on them, is not onely to shift bnt 
to thrust them before Christ. Yet vnder liim in his spirituall kingdome 
are [1. Cor, 12.] first Apostles, secondiie Prophetes, tbirdlie, teacher* ■ 
&G. Also helpers and spirituall guides : But they put tlie Magistrates 
first, which in a common wealth in deede are first, and aboue the 

VPreachers, yet haue they no ecclesiasticall authoritie at all, but onely 
"Va anie other Christians, if so be they be Christians."^ Therefore halh 
(rod made these teachers fooles, and these spirituall professours as 
maJde men. For woe unto you, ye Priestlie preachers and Doetours 
hypocrites, which are a snare to the people, and fill vp their measure oF 
iniquitie, while ye pretende the Magistrates authoritie. For will aide 
man else giue ouer his calling, or abridge the full exeutition thereof,. 
when the Magistrates forbid them, will they cease the teaching or due 
guiding of their houseboldes and charge for their discbargiiige, anil 
should the labourers in Gods spirituall husbandrie giue oner and ceaa^e. 
Por it is Gods husbandrie [1. Cor. 3.] and not theirs, the Church is hia 
huTlding and not theirs. They are but members thereof if they be 

\Chrislians, and are not aaie way to stay the building, neither is it to 
tarie or wait ypon them,^ But these wicked preachers eate vp and 
Bpoyle the Lords haruest them seines, and then set open the gapp, as 
though the Magistrates brake in like wild bores, and spoiled tlie- 
baruest. They say, beholde we haue a Christian Prince, and a mother 
in Israel : but can they be Christians, when they make them to refuse, 
or withstand the gouernement of Christ in his Church, or will not he- 
subicct vnto it. If they therefore refuse and withstande. howe shonld 
ihey be taried for ? If they be with them, there is no tnryiiig ; and if 
they be against them, they are no Christiana, and therefore also-there^ 
can be no larying. For the worthie may not tarie for tlie vnworthie, 
but rather forsake them, as it is writte [Aetes 2.], Saue your bcIubb 
from this frowarde generation : and east not pearles before Swine, itoq 
holy things vnto dogges [Matlh. 8] : and rebuke not a skorner sayeth 
the wise man [Prouerh. 9.], least he hate thee : and inquire who Is 
-worthie, ssyeth Christ [Mat. 10.], He that will be saued, must not 
tarie for this man or that ; and he that putieth his hande to the plowe, 

_and then lookoth backe, is not fitt for tlie kingdome of God [Luke 9.].. 
Therefore woe vnto you je blinde guides, which cast away all by 
tarying for the Magiatrates. The Lorde will remember this 



and viaite thissinne vpon yon. 

to go forward hy his spirit, but by 

[ZbcIih. 4.] : ye will not haue it as 1 
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meale, till it leaiien all [^fatt. 13.], but at once ye will haue all aloft, 
hy eiuill power and authoritie : you are oiFeuded at the basenesse and 
small beginnings, and because of the troubles in beginning reformation, 
jou will doe nothing. Therefore shall Christ be that rocke of offence 
vnto you, and ye fehall stumble and fall, and shall be broken, and shall 
be snared, and shal be taken. You wil be deliuered from the yoke of | 
Antichrist, to the which you doo willinglie giue your neckes, by bowe, 
.-and by 8worde,and by battell, by horses and by horssemen [Hosea 2.], 
that is, by eiuill power and pompe of Magistrates : by their Proclama- 
tions and'.Parliamentes : and the kingdome of God must come with J 
•obseruation [Luke 17.], that men may say, Loe the Parliament, or loe 
the Bishoppes decrees : but the kin;;dome of God shoulde be within 

yOU. ^ The inwarde obe dience tO-thp ont^firdft prftar>hing and gnnprnf^- 

i rient of the C hurch, with newnes of life^ that is the Lordes kingdome. 
This ye despise. Therefore shall ye desire to see the kingdome of 
•God, and shall not see it, and to enioye one day of the Sonne of man, 
and ye shall not enioye it. For ye set aloft mans authoritie aboue 
<jrods, and the Preacher must hang on his sleeue for the discharge of 
hjs calling. In the 32. of lob, doth not Elihu holde his authoritie, and 
•durst not account of mannes authorising^ though learned, wise and 
aged, yea the Elders or Fathers of the Church, neither would he spare 
•either lob or them, or submitte him selfe to them in respecte of his 
calling. I will receiue no mans person, saieth he, and I will vse no 
ititle (or preface) before man, for I knowe not to vse tytles. If I vse 
them a little, he would take me awaye that made me. But these men 
name them selues, some the Bishoppes Chaplaines, some my Lordes 
KJhaplaines, and some the Queenes Chaplaines, and call them their 
Masters, to whom their calling and ministerle must serue at commande- 
tnent. Thus the Lordes spirituall message must be beautified with 
these tytles of men, {The right Honorable inyLorde, &c. who is my very 
jfood Lorde and Maistery) Yet Christe him selfe saieth [Mat, 11.], that 
the Preachers nowe in his kingdome, have greater authoritie than John 
Baptist, and lolm Baptist greater then the Prophetes before him. 
Therefore if leremie was set ouer the Nations & oner the Kingdomes,"7 
-to plucke vp and to roote out, and to destroye and throwe downe, to j # 
builde and to plante [lerem. 1.], Then haue we also an authoritie I ^ 
4igainst which if the Kings and Nations doo sett them seines, we maye \ 
jiot be afraide of their faces, nor leaue our calling for them. Howe^ 
long therefore will these men take the inheritance from the right heire, 
isiiid giue it unto the seruaunt ? For the spirituall power of Christe and 
^his Church, and the Keyes of binding and losing, they take from 
'' •Christe , and giue to the Magistrate. The Magistrates haue the eiuill 
swor3e, and least they should strike them therewith, they giue them 
the Ecclesiastical also. Hoe say they, If we were Prophetes, or if we 
were Apostles, then shoulde we preache though the Magistrate forbidde 
i|9) bat wee are but bare Pastors or Preachers, and therefore we must 
..^InM thw frowning and threates, and keepe silence thereat. But let 
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tbem speake, IlaJ not the Magistrates, as full anil tbe eanr.o power 
oucr Apostles, iLS ouerotlieiPustoiires, or ivere Apostles more exeropleiL 
from their obedience to HBi<:isti'iiies, then other Preachers ? For l^t 
enerie soule he sulgect to tlie hi>r|ier powere, saieth the Bcriptures^ 
Ultoni. 13.]. Therefore as ihoy uoulile not dieplace, nor discharge 
Apostles from their ofKee & uulliug, no more can they doo iawfiill 
Fastours and Preachers : for whether it be right in the sight of GoJ,. 
to obeje men rather then God, let all men iiidge [Actes 4.]. But to 
ihia they aunswere. that Fotcr saied thi^, being an Apostle : But iu 
(leede muste Apostles onelie followe their calling, though meitne doO' 
discharge them, and may not other doe it likewise ? For as God hatli 
distributed to euerie muu the gifte (saieth the Suiipture) [1. Cor. 7.] ah 
the Lorde hath called euerie one, go let him walke, and so ordnirieJ 
F»ule in all the churches. If then the Magistrate will commauude the 
iSouIdiour to be a Minister, or the Preacher to giue oner his calHug, and 
chaunge it for aa otiier, they ought not to obeye him, for they haue 
not the gifte, and God hath called them, tliis vuy ratber then that. 
Yet if the Itlagistrate call one of a lower calling- to an higher, to the 
which he is litt and prepared, be ought to obeye, for God iiaih calleUi 
l^sic] bim thereto. And iu all thinges wee must tirste looke, what i» 
tbe Lordes will and charge, and then what is tbe will of man. for we- 
bought for a price, oaietb Paiile, [I. Cor. 7.] and we may not he- 
launtes to tbe vnlawfiill comaundings of men. And tbix freedomfr 
IB all Christians, that they considei' what is lawfull and what ia- 
iHtable, what they may doo and what is expedient [1. Cor. 6.], nniL 
no case bee broii<.'ht vnder tbe power of anie thing, as Paule teacbetli' 
[1. Cor. 10.]. What soeuer doth most eiUBe, that must we chuee, 
and auoide the contrarie : and what soeuor ia most expedient, that 
must be d>ne, and so we must applie our seines ali vnto all, that not- 
withstanding we holde our Hbertie. For if either Magistrate or other 
wonid take that from vt, wee must not giue place by yeelding vnto 
them, no, not for an houre [Galat. 2.], and this iihertie is the free vxe 
of our eulliiigs and guiftes, as we see most agreeing to tbe worde oF 
God, and expedient for liia glorie. Therefore the Alagisiriitcs com- 
J muundement, must not be a rule vnto me of this mid that duetic. but as 
I see it agree with tbe worde of God. So the it ia an abuse of my 
guifteanij. jMiULuj!;, if I cease preiiuliiug for tlie^Maglstcule, wlkcuit U 
cy-CBlling to preach, yea & woe unto me, if I preaehe not, for neceaaitie 
ia laied vpon me, anil if I doe it unwillinglie, yet the diapensation is 
committed vnto me [1. Cor, 9.]. And this dispensation did not the 
Magiatrate gine me, but God by consen t and ratifying_of tbe Chnrcli^ 
and therefore as the Magistrate gaue It not, ao can bo not take it away. 
In deede if God take it away for my wieketlnease and euiil deaeite, lie 
may remoue me from the Church, and withiiolde me from prenebing ; 
but if God doo it not, and bia worde doetb approue me, as most nieetft 
for that calling, I am to preaehe still, except I be shut vp in pris 
or otherwise wiih violence withlielJo frjni my charge. For I 
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Mttgfi^triite so vsing me cannot be a ' Christian, but forsaketh the 
Char6h : and Lowe then should iny office in the Church depende on 
hiin which is none of the Church ? And the welfare of the Church j C^*^ 
must be naore regarded and sought, then the welfare of whole King- [ ^""^^ 
domes and Countries, as it is written [Isa. ,43.] : Because thou wast J 
priecious in my sight, and thou wast honourable and I loued thee, there- 
fore win I giue man for thee, and people for thy sake. And againe he 
Haieth, I gaue Egypt for thy rauiisonie, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 
The Lorde shall therpfore iudge these men, and cut them of both heade 
& tayle, braunch and rushe in one day. The auncient and the 
lionorabie men, which take on them to put downe the Lordes authoritie, 
«nd to stoppe the mouthes of his messengers, they be the heade, and 
the wicked teachers which exalte men aboue God, they are the tayle. 
They are afrayde of the face of the Magistrate, & do flatter and currie 
I'auour with them, and they would have vs also to doo the like.' But 
jre' the Lords faithfull seruauntes trusse vppe your loines as leremie. 
flefe. 1.], whijh in your charges have greater authoritie than leremie, 
^8 we proued before. Arise and speak vnto them, all that I com- 
maundc you, sayeth the Lorde. For I, beholde I haue made you as 
defenced cities, and yron piliors, & walles of brasse, against the whole 
lande, ajjainst the Kings and against the Princes, against the Priestes 
and against the people. For they shall fight against you, but they 
shall not preuayle, for I am with you to deliuer you euen to the ende 
of the worlde. Therefore jee vanishe in vanity yee wicked Preachers : 
for knowe ye not, that they which haue their full and sufficient 
authoritie and calling, are not to tarie for a further authoiising. 
And hath not euerie lawfull Pastor or Preacher his full authoritie ? Are 
they not to teach the whole will of God, and guide accordinglie, and 
haue they not then their whole authoritie ? For herein was Paale free 
frem the bloode of all menne [Actes 20.], because he had kept nothing 
backe, but hadde shewed them all the counsell of God. But (say they) 
Paule taught them in deede the whole counsell of God, and so maye 
wee, but we may not gouenie : we may tell the Magistrates, that"! 
^ouemement is wanting, but we may not take vppon us, to be reformers. J 
In deede, did not Paule both in worde and deede testifie his faithful- 
nesse, did he not in practise as well as in wordes, fulfill his calling ? 
For (sayeth he) you knowe my manor of life : and addeth further, that 
in seruing the Lorde, he kept backe nothing that was profitable. 
[Act. 20. 18, 19, 20.] Ilowe tlienshoulde hee keepe backe thegouerne- 
nient of the C hurch, whiche is all in all. And in the 35. verse, he 
setteth himselfe for example, for I haue sheweth you all thinges, saieth 
hee, how that so labouring, ye ought to supporte the weake. Noting 
that hee sheweth in worde and example, not that oneli^, but all thinges 
else, for due guiding of the Church. And therefore let them not flee 
to'^their odde distiction of ordinarie ond [and] extraordinarie, as 
though Paule might guide the Churche without tarying for the 
Ua^istrate and wee may not. For Paule set downe him selfe for an 
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example: and in tlie 28. verse, and in tiie 31. lie applietli «1I vnto 
them, that tbe; Rhoiildo foilowe him, tfaiit they shonlde watdie night , 
and daye in teaching and gniding the flocke as lie did. Yea they musC 
not onelie preache, but teiidie them the practise. They nmste obseriie , 
and dooall thinges which ClirisC hath commaiinded. [Matth. 28.] And 
the Lorde did not onelie shcwe them the Tabernacle, but hadde tbem 
make it [Exod. 25.]. But these menne will not make it at all, heeanse 
they will tarie for the Magistrate. Clirlate ia before vs ftiid his 
Apostlea : ua Mosea a liguie of Chriate was before them, and yet we 
must tarie for the MagJBtrates. And for what Miiglstrutes ? For 
those of our charge, trowe ye, or for those which ore none of our 
charge ? Miiste wee not in all thingea looke dnelie to our charge, anii 
let them goe which are none of our charge? For wee ahall not giUB 
iiiploa vnto God for them which are out of onr charge. For we 
,mnat take lieede to onr seines, sayeth the Scripture [Act. 20.], and to 
, .11 the flocko whereof the hoMe Ghoste hath mnde vs ouer^ecrs. But 
Ihese men teHcli, that we must let oiir charge alone, and lay from va 
ilie gouernement thereof, for their aakes which are none of our charge. 
Shul not these men be hurled out of their place and charge, whicfae 
ihus doo mocke with the Lord, and dallie with their charges ? Yen the 
Lord aiiall take them awaye with a swifle destruction, aod menue slilill 
clappe their handea at them and liiaso them out of their places. Eiierle 
Preacher must ruune to the Qiieene and to the Coiinsaill forsooth, as 
chough they were of their cliarge, and the Magistrates must plant & 
reforme al Churches at once. If they he of their Hockee, why should 
ihey tarie for tlic ? vnlesse they will have the eheepe to force the 
sheepehearde vnto his dutie. In deede the Magiatrate may force liim, 
hut it is his shame to tarie till he be forced. JSe ashamed therefore ye 
foolish Bbepheardes, and laye not a burthen on the Magistrates, as 
though they sliouhl do that in building the Lordes kiagdome, whicli 
the Apostles and Proplietea coulde not doo. They could not force 
Ueligion [Song 8.], as ye woulde haue the Magistrate to do, and it was 
forbidden the Apostles to preache to the vnworthie, or to force iv 
planting or goneiiiement of the Church [Mat. 10.]. The Lordes 
kingdome is not by force, neither by an armie or atregth [Zach. i., 
llosea 2.], as be the kiiigdomes of this worlde. Neither durst Moses, 
nor anie of (he good Kings of luda force the people by lawe or by 
power to receiuo the church gouernement, hut after they receiued it, 
if then they fell awaye, and sought not the Lorde, they might put them 
(o death. For the coucnaunte was tirate made, as it is written 
[2. Chro. 16 ], they made a couenant to seeke the Lord God of their 
fathers, with all their h»ric,aiid withal! their soule. And then folio we 
the next wordes which are to lie vnderstoode of the which made the 
couenaunt, for of them which so sware vnto the Lorde, whoaoeuer did 
not seeke the Lordo God of Israel, should he slahie, wherber be were 
imall or great man or woman. And therefore did the whole congreg^ 
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^:B.7>eii and Oad, because they seemed to forsake the couenaiit [losliu. 
T- Yet woulde not Hezekiali fight against Israel, tliough thej 
him to skorne and mocked at his doings [2. Chro. 30.], for 
had not receiued tiie couenaunt, but their forefathers, and they 
nowe called to the couenaunt againe, which the Lorde had 
'^■^^*^».u nulled with their forefathers : as it is written [2. Chro. 15.], that 
a long season Israel had bin without the true God, and without 
^ste to teach e, and without lawe. Nowe therefore let the wise 
erstande these things, and the Lorde be mercifull, and deliuer vs 
Q these vnreasonable and euill men. For there is no ende of their 
i <ie and crueltie which ascende vp and sit in the Magistrates chaire 
<i smite the people with a continuall plague, and such of them as f^^^^,^ 
'^^^^vi.e not yet gotten the roume, do crie for Discipline, Discipline, that 
^^ for a ciuill forcing, to imprison the people, or otherwise by violence 
X:iandle and beate them, if they will not obeye them. But the Lorde 
^^1 bring them downe to the dust, and to the pitt, as abhominable 
asses, which would be aboue the cloudes, yea which dare presume 
the throne of Christe lesus, and vsurpe that authoritie and calling 
his Church, which is opposed and contrarie to his kingdom and 
x:4ernement. This shall appeare isif terwarde : In the meane time let them 
<^we that the Lords people is of the willing sorte. They shall*corae 
o Zion and inquire the way to lerusalem [lerem. 50.], not by force 
compulsion, but with their faces thitherward: yea as the heegoates 
^n they be before the flocke, for the haste they hdue vnto Zion, and 
-"^^y them selues shall call for the couenaunt, saying, Come and let vs cleaue 
^^Site vnto the Lorde in a perpetuall couenaunt that shall neuer be forgot- 
^n. For it is the conscience and not the power of man that will driue 
8 to seeke the Lordes kingdome: as it is written againe [lerem. 51.], 
emember the Lorde a farre of, and let lerusalem come into your mindes, 
or they see the fierce wrath of the Lorde, where the Lordes kingdome 
s not, and they flee from the same going and weeping as they goe, as 
^!ie Prophete saieth [lere. 51.], because he hath bin angrie so long. 
l3ut nowe they haue escaped his displeasure, they goe on and standenot 
•-«till till they appeare before the Lorde in Zion [Psal. 84.]. Yea and the 
Lords people shall come willinglie in the day of his assemblies, euen hia 
.-armies in holie beautie [Psal. 110]. Yet the frowarde wilbefrowarde, 
.«till, for (say they) Moses and the kinges of luda did reforme the Church, 
^nd they were taried for, therefore we also must tarie for our Magis- 
i;rates. Beholde nowe howe the shame of their faces doeth testifie 
4igainst them, which dare against their consciences, make our Magistrates 
prophetes with Moses, yea high Priestes as he was and figures of Christ, 
.^is both he was and the Kings of luda also. How boldelie also dare they 
pcruert the trueth, affirming that some which ought to reforme, did it not, 
fjecause they would tarie for Moses or for the Kinges of luda. For did 
J^acharie (say they) or the Prophet Haggaie, builde of them selues, and 
not rather call on the ciuill Magistrates and tarie for them ? But they 
Icnowe not (as men that are willinglie ignoraunt) that their building of 
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the Temple stooJe in outwarUo fiiniitiire of timber, atone, edrjftge, nii>l 
llierefore liuil iieeUe of (be beipe of Zevubabeltlie Prince: but oi)r spirit— 
uall prouiflion, ils tbe guiftes, callings, and graces of the Cbureli neeile 
not anie worldlie pr eparation in such outwarJe cerimouies. Therefore 
we aiinswere, tbiit Zerubabel being il ligiireof CbrlM, ns appe&retb iit 
Zacbarie the 4. he was to be chiefe in the worke. Neither were tliey 
ill that worke na ciuill Magistrates now a dayes, but ns Spiritiinl guides, 
representing Christe and bis apirituall kingdome. Neither did Uaggsle 
or Zacbarie tarie for the Magistrates, but went before them, for in tbo 
name of God they commnunded them to builde, and the text sayelli 
furtber [Eitra 5.], that tbey ioyned with tliem and helped them. So 
tbat neitbei" by worde nor deede they taried and were beliinde; yen 
wben the King (whoso snbiecta they were) commannded them to cease, 
tliey refused to gine oner tbo building. This appearetli in Ezra 4. 23. 
and in Ezra 5. 1. And before also [Hag. 1. 2., Hag. 2. 15,], liecaiiso 
lliey ceased and lingered tbo linildiiig, for tbat tbe Magistmies weru- 
Hgainst tliem, tliey were aharpelie reproued of Haggai, and it was a 
most grieiious curse vnto them. Yet dare these menne laye siiine vpoii 
tbe Propbetes, as tarying & lingering for the Srngistrates. And where- 
fore ? l-'orsooth they did not bewe timber, and curie atones first of nil to 
further tbe worke. But in deede, were they not firsie when they uom- 
maunded and the other obeyed, and when they loyneJ with them & helpeil 
thcni ? For otherwise might Salomon also not to be aaied to builde tbo 
Temple, bnt to tarie for others, because he him selfe brought not lh« 
stones, neither hewed ibem, but commannded others (nstlie test sayetli^ 
[1. Kin. 5. 17] and they obeyed and brought great atones, and cosilio 
stones to make the foundation of the house. But if Zacbarie or Hagsni 
had taried, it pronetb not that wo mnst tarie for our Magistrates. For 
both lehoshua the high Prieste, »nd Zerubbabel the Prince, were tiguroii 
of the high priesthoode and princedome of Christe, and also bad an eccle- 
siastical (fonernement ouer tbe Church, which our MaglBtniteB hnue not. 
. And further also, euerie lawfull Preacher nt this time hath tbat 
J authoritie of building Gods Church equall with Zembbahel anil 
lehoshuah, or rather superior, for they are compared with them, as thw- 
n. of the Keuelation, and tbe 4, of Zacharie will testilie, and in the 11. 
of Matlhewe, and the 3. to the Corinthes tbe neconde Epistle, ibey are 
preferred afore them. We knowe that Moses might refomie, and the 
judges and Kings which followed him, and so may ourMBgistraies; yen 
tboy may reforme the Cbureh and commaunde things expedient for tbo 
f^eiime. Yet may they doo nothing concerning the Church, but ouelie 
I ciuilie,nud as ciuile Magistrates, that is, they haue not that authoritie 
oii5r the Church, us to be Propbctes or Prieslos, or spiritual Kings, us 
\ they are Magistrates ouer the same: hutonelio to rule the common wealth 
j in all outwarde Justice, to maintain the light welfare and honor iboreof. 
Vivith outward power, bodily punishmeul, & ciuil forcing of inc. And 
iberfore also because tbo cbureb is in a common weiillb, it is of tllt^ 
charge: that is conconiing the outward prouisioo and 
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they are to look to it, but to ijopell religion, to plant churches by powor^ 
and to force a submission to Ecclesiasticjil goueriiement by lawes & penal- 
ties belongeth not to them, as is proved before, neither yet to the 
Church. Let vs not therfore tarie for the Magistrates: For if they be 
christias thei giue leaue & gladly euffer & submit the selves to the 
church gouernemet. For he is a christian which is redeemed by Christ 
vnto holines & happines for euer & professeth the same by submitting 
him self to his lawes & gouernmet. And if they be not christians^ 
should the welfare of the church or the saluatidof mens soules, hang on 
their courtesie ?' But they aske how we proue that Moses and the 
kings of ludah & the ludges before the, were figures of Christ. They 
know it true, & dare not denie it, & yet to quarrel & trifle with the 
trueth, they inust haue it proued. Yea they charge vs as Anabaptistes 
& denying Magistrates, because we set not vp them, nor the Magistrates 
aboue Christ Jesus and his glorious kingdome. How often haue we 
proued by word & writing these matters. For the Scepter shal not 
depart fr5 luda, sait'o the Scripture [Gene. 49.] nor a law giuer fro- 
betwene his feete, vntil Shiloe come. 13y these wordes lacob did pro-^ 
phesie, that one should take the spiritual kingdom & be Lord thereof, 
namelie Christ lesus, and euer more one of the tribe of luda & house of 
Dauid, should foreshow the same as in figure, & sit also in the throne of 
iudgemet, to declare it more liuelie, and that the throne of Dauid and 
the raigne of his children did so signifie, the Scripture declareth, asitis 
written [Isa. 16.], In mercie shall the throne be established, & he shal 
sit vpon it in stedfastnes in the Tabernacle of Dauid, iiidging and seek- 
ing indgement and hasting iustice. And again it is written [Psal. 45. ]y 
In steade of thy fathers shal thy children be, whom thou shalt make 
Princes throughout all the earth. And this is spoken of the posteritie 
of Salomon, which as figures of Christ, were Lords of the world, though 
their dominid in worldly wise was not so large. For all that Psalm is to- 
magnifie the kingdome of Christ which is his church, which was pre- 
figured by Salomon & his posteritie, and by the mariage of Salomon^ 
which shadowed the church & the childre thereof. And againe it is 
writte [Isa. 9.], that Christ shall sit vpo the throne of his father Dauid,. 
and vpon his kingdom, to order it & to stablish it with indgement and 
with iustice for euer. Wherefore was it called the throne of Dauid & 
his kingdom, but because in a cdtinual course it shadowe out the king- 
dom of Christ till his coming. Therefore also are Dauid, Salomon^ 
lehoshaphat, Hezekiah, losiah, and others, set downe in the Scripture 
as figures. Yea and the euill kings of luda, though not in their 
wickednesse, yet in that authoritie and calling whiche they shoulde 
haue rightlie vsed were figures. 

For they all had their entrance at the East gate of the Temple, at the 
which the people might worshippe, but not goe in [Ezek. 46.]: they 
might pray for the people, and by their sacrifices attonement might be 
made: as it is writte [Psal. 20.], Let him remember all thine offerings,, 
and turne thy burnt offefings into Ashes. And againe, Sane Lorde, let- 
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■was decayed, as did lelioash, losiali, Hezekiali, and others. 

Let tliem looke tlie 4. of Zacharie, the lliirde of Hoaea, aod 5, 
verse, the 33 of lereraie, and manie other places, especiallte in the 
Psalmes, and they shall fiade Dauid and his cbildren after liim, in the 
throne of iudgement to foreshewe the comming of Christ. And if the 
high Priesles and Kings of Iiidah in their spiritual rainistratioo were 
glorious [Zachn, 4.], Iieiianee they figured Christ lesus, & for the gloria 
of their oHice were uupaied to two Oliue trees, aad two golden Catidle- 
stickes [Reuela. 11.], Thea also must their ministration be glorious, to 
-whom God shall giiie power in ibese latter dayes to be liis witnesses. 
For they also stanue before theGodof theearth, asitis written Reuel. 11. 
And if anie man, whether Magistrate or other, wonid hurt them, the 
lire of tlieir message proceedeth ont of tlieir mouthes, and deiionreth 
'their enimies. Therefore is their authoritie of God and not of man, and 
much (esse doeth it depende on man, or on the Magistrate. For vpoii 
what man did tiie authoritie of Moses depende? yet Fanle affimieth [2. 
Cor. 3.], that the ministration of the spirito committed to all faithfull 
leaehers at this time, esceedeth in glorie the ministration by Moses and 
the Prophetes before time. Yea the Church hath more authoritie con- 
cernlug Church gouernemeut then Magistrates, as it is written [Isa. 45.], 
They shall foUowe thee, and sbal goe in Chaines: they shall fall dowiie 
jiiefore thee, and make supplication vnto thee. For whoJcnoweth doc, 
fthat though Magistrates are tokeepo tiieir ciuill power aboue all persones, 
jyet they come vnder the censure of the Church, if they be Christians, 
/and are opeiilie to humble them selues in vnfained repentaunce, when 
Itbey haue upenlie and grieuouslie trespassed. They are in deede to 
~teepe their Koyal digiiitie, yet keeping that tbey are to abase them 
Velues rnCo God before the face of the Church. For all powers shall 
seme and oheye Christ, saieth the Prophete [Isa. CO.J: and that king- 
dome and nation which will not also serue his Church (for so is the texi) 
shall perishe, and the Nation shall be vtterlie destroyed. And the 
'daughters of Tyrus, saieth the Psalmist [|Psnl. 47.], with the ricbe of 
the people, shall do homage before thy face with presentes. And 
further it is writle in Isai: Euerie lounge that shal rise against thee in 
iudgement, shalt thou condemne, this is the heritage of the Lori)« 
seriiauntes, and their righleousnes is of me, saieth the Lorde [Isu. 54.J, 
But all this would tlie aduersaries shift of, with this aunswere, that 
concerniug outwarde policie we must tarie for the Magistrate : See liowe 
tbey grope for the wall, as menne without eyes. For when wee speake 
of spirituall power and authoritie in the Church, doo we speake of ciuilo 
poliuie, trowe ye ? So then they condemne them selues least wee 
abould doo it, that the spirituall power and Ecclesiastical I refonnatian, 
must proceede without (arying, but to redress things ciuilie, the ciaile 
Magisirate must meddle. 
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Church and the authoritie thereof, the Church hath most fiorished. 
Woe to you therefore ye blinde Preachers and hypocrites : for ye spreade* 
a vaile of darkenes vpon the people, and bring vpon them a cursed 
couering, because by your policie you hide them vnder the power of 
Antichrist, and keepe from their eyes the kingdome of Christe. The^ 
Lordes kingdome must waite on your policie forsooth, and his Church 
muste bee framed to your ciuill state, to supplie the wantes thereof: and 
so will ye chaunge the Lordes gouernement, and put your deuises in * 
stead thereof: but his shalbe alwayes the same, when yours shall 
chaunge with your wittes, his lawes shall alwayes abyde whe yours 
shal turne in your hoodes, his hath the same offices, but yours haue 
newe and renewed offices [Ex. 25. 29, 40., Mat. 28. 20., 1 Tim. 6. 13.]. 
Goe to therefore, and the outwarde power and ciuil forcings, let vs leaue^ 
to the Magistrates: to rule the common wealth in all outwarde iustice, / 
belongeth to them: but let the Church rule in spirituall wise, and not in / 
-worldlie maner: by a liuelie lawe preached, and not by a ciuill lawe 
written: by holinesse in inwarde and outwarde obedience, and not in 
straightnesse of the outward onelie. But these handsome Prelates, 
would haue the Mase and the Scepter in their handes, and then hauing 
safetie and assurance by a lawe on their sides, they would make a 
good lie reformation. 

Beholde the Lorde hath scene this their villanie, and he hath mada 
them despised and vile in the sight of the people. They haue refused 
knowledge, and the Lorde hath refused them, they shall beare no more 
the name of hFs message. 

Of their wicked aunswere, that they can not rcmedie things^ ami 
there/ore they will tollerate, 

Beholde, the Lorde hath cast dunge on their faces, euen the dunge of 
their solemne feastes [Mala, 2.], as of their Christmasse, and Easter,, 
and Whitsuntide, and of all their traditions, receyued from Baal. For 
their solemne meetings, then doetli their iniquitie most woefullie^ 



ni 



appeare. And they haue said plainlie (as in the days of Mahichie) 
[Mala. 1.] the table of the Lorde is not to be regarded. Por though 
hogges and Dogges come thereto, yet who can redresse it: or why_ 
should the Communion be counted polluted vnto vs ? Thus they pollute- 
my name saieth the Lorde, and yet they say Wherein haue we polluted 
thy name ? In that ye suffer such wjckednesse amongest you, saieth 
the Lorde, and say also that it is sufferable, and can no way be remedied. 
O goodlie teachers, which eate vp the sinne of the people, and devoure 
seelie soules whyle they wil tollerate forsooth: Por by tolleration, they 
make vnlawfull things lawful I: and by a protestation they iustifie all 
iniquitie. In deede they be euill say they, but y ee must beare with them,, 
for there is no remedie. So not onelie they practise and vsethem them 
selues, and drawe on others by their wicked example, but also com- 
maunde and teache all men the like, yea hate and persecute all those 
which stande not with them. O notable Protestantes, which both witnesse 
^euil & do the same., Darkenes hath certs^inlie couered vs, and grosse- 
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ilarkeiieasc liatii filled vs, tliat wecouldnot hitbertoespie tliia great fnllie. 
For no wickediiesse is tollerable. except for tlie harJiies of meutiea 
iliartes, we yeelde them vp to their wicliednHsse. For the Lordea way 
sayeth the Scripture [Isa. 35,2, is holy, aod no polluted shallpikssebyit. 
''' ' ngniuo it is 'written [Isa. 60.], That tlieLordes people (he epeaketli 
of tlie Church) slial be all righteous, that is, no open wickediie^se ehiil 
ihew it aelfe in the Church, that it shoulJe be incurable. For either 
'the parties which offende, ehalbe separate, or else they elialbe reclayined 
.by due admonition. And tfaererore the Cliurch is called the faonse of 
the liuing God, tlie piller and grounde of trueth [1. Tim. 3,]. For by 
the due order therein, Roiigion and holinesse is vphelde,and all heresies, 
eiiill raaners, and wicked examples put awaye. If then a nie open 
wickednease mu Bt-BSfides-he -aiifFersd, it is sutiered in those wEIcEiire' 
none^of_thfi_filiiirc]); aa it is written [1. Cor. 5.], WTiat haueltodoo to 
iudge them which are 'without, doe yee not iudge them which are 
within ? for God iudgeth them whicii are witbout. Ktiowe ye not 
.(eaieth the Scripture) that a. little leauen leaueneth the whole lumpe. 
Howe then shall we suffer but a little wiokednesse, whiche inileeJe is 
not little if it can not be remedied. Yea Paule [I. Cor, 7.j would not 
bee brought into bondage of the least tbing that is, and it is horrible 
iiiiquitie to beaeruauntes to men, that is, when we are bought for so great 
a price to glorilie God as bis free men, that we ahould be made si 
to menne to Buffer their -wickednease. Goe to tlierefore yee 
Preachers, tbiH you get by your t^lnral.ip o' , to haue no name ainonge the 
righteouB, nor to be of the bodie of the Church. For lerusalem is called 
a citie of truetb, and the mountaine of the Lorde, the holie mouotaine 
[Zacha. 8.]. But ye are vnliolie, in that ye aaye, some pollutions can 
not bee clenaed awaye, but muste needes be Buffered arnoiig you. And 
this is a certaine trueth, that where anie open disorder is incurable, there 
is not the Lords Zion, to the 'which bo is turned to dwell therein: that 
is, tbey are not the Lordes Church, ouer whom he iloeth raigue to ahewe 
bis kingdome and gouernement. For the Lordes kiegdome is not as 
inannea,and bis rule in his Church ia not the rule of mau. Man is not 
able to refomie al things, and in tbe common wealtbes mauio thinges 
iffered. But in the Cburfli, though h ypocritoa which are cia lled 
not bee rooted out, yet no open disorder siiall so spreaSe 
it selfe, that it can not be remedied. Else should not tbe Church be 
called tlie pillar and t^iound of trueth, the Lordes reating place, bis 
holie habitatiDn,h!skingdomeandgloriousreuowue. There fore doth Paule 
call [I. Cor. 5.] that part of church gouernement, which isto aeparate 
the viigodlie, tlie power of our Lorde lesua Christ, For thereby ore 
the Kings boniide with clmiuea, and the Nobles with fetters of yron 
[I'sal. 149.], that they may execute vppon them, the iudgomeiit that ia 
written. Such honor bee to all bis Sain tee. And in deede this isa^reat 
honour we haue, as Paule sayeth [2. Cor. lO.], that tliougb we walks 
in tho flesbe, yet we warre not after the fleshe. For the weapons oF 
our wt'rfnre are not L-aniall, but migbtie through God, to custe downfi 
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-lioiildes, casting downe the imaginations, and euerie high things that is 

exalted against the knowledge of God, & bringing into captiuitie euerie 

thought to the obedience of Christ. So then there is nothing which the 

Lorde will not breake, if it be against his glorle, neither anie wickednes 

which the gouernement of his Churche is not able to put downe. For 

the Scepter of Christ is a right Scepter [Psal. 45.J, hee will kcepe in 

awe his people in this life, and put aparte from the vnrulie: lie shall be 

Judge among the Heathen, and fill all with dead bodies, and smite the 

head es ouer great Countries [Psal. 110.], and after this life he hath 

made readie the last vengeance against all disobedience, when the 

• obedience of his people is fulfilled. Howe then dare these menneteache 

vs, that anie euill thing is tolerable in the Church, as though the 

church gouernement could not remedie it: yea and so 

tolerable, that all men should be })rought into bondage 

thereby: yea into so foolishe bondage that they 

should protest a thing to be euill, and 

so thinke they are excused to 

practise the same. 
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